
 

South Dakota Shakespeare Festival announces 2021 auditions  
  

Production:   Twelfth Night, or What You Will, by William Shakespeare 
Director:   Oliver Mayes 
Stage Manager:  Chris Dupic 
Rehearsals:  May 24-June 16, 2021, Warren M. Lee Center for Fine Arts & Prentis Park 
Performances:  June 17-20, 2021, Prentis Park 
  
The South Dakota Shakespeare Festival (SDSF) seeks non-Equity performers for its tenth season of free 

Shakespeare in Vermillion’s Prentis Park, and educational & outreach programming. Please note that social 

distancing, de-densification, and other responsible mitigation protocols will be implemented at every phase of 

our audition, rehearsal, production, and performance processes, until it is safe to do otherwise.  

 
Company 
The Festival seeks an ensemble of 10 professional actors/singers/musicians/teaching artists, primarily drawn 

from Vermillion, South Dakota, and surrounding areas, for a four-week contract in Vermillion, South Dakota. 

Many actors will play multiple characters throughout the course of the play. Music will be incorporated 

throughout the production. Various outreach and teaching opportunities will be available throughout the 

contract period. We are committed to inclusive casting that reflects and nurtures the diversity of our 

communities, and are open to and interested in gender-flexible casting.  

The mission of the South Dakota Shakespeare Festival is to engage, connect, and inspire communities by 

exploring our shared human experiences through inclusive, professional Shakespeare productions and theatre 

arts education. Our values encompass: access, inclusion, integrity, and artistic excellence.   

Audition Requirements 

Please prepare the following for open-call auditions: 

●  1-minute monologue written by William Shakespeare that is comedic in nature; both verse and 

prose are acceptable; sonnets permitted. 
 

Actors have the option to showcase their musical abilities at auditions. If interested, please prepare one or 

both of the following: 

●  30 seconds to 1-minute of a song to be sung a capella or self-accompanied. You are encouraged 

to sing in the style of indie folk. Curious about the term ‘indie folk’? Start here or here for 

contemporary examples. Singing is required for those interested in the role of Feste. 

●  Those who play instruments are encouraged to bring an instrument to play, either separately or 

to accompany yourself singing. String, auxiliary and percussion instruments are encouraged. If 

your playing is separate from your singing, please limit excerpts to 1 minute. 

 

 
For more information about the South Dakota Shakespeare Festival visit: www.sdshakespearefestival.org 

https://youtu.be/zvCBSSwgtg4
https://youtu.be/ps6aN4sWX68
http://www.sdshakespearefestival.org/


Audition Locations & Dates 
  

Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival, Region V, Professional Auditions 

 Virtual auditions: submissions due by January 8 at 5pm 

 Submission and audition information: https://www.kcactf5.org/professional-
auditions-and-interviews.html 

 To be considered by the SDSF, audition packages must include a Shakespeare or classical 
monologue 

 
University of South Dakota, Department of Theatre 

  Warren M. Lee Center for Fine Arts, Arena Theatre, Vermillion, South Dakota  

 Friday January 29, 5-10pm, by appointment 

 Please sign up for an audition slot here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0C4EACAD2DA6F49-south 
 

 Please complete an audition form and upload a headshot & resume here: 
https://www.cognitoforms.com/ChrisDupic/SouthDakotaShakespeareFestival2021AuditionForm 
 

 Please wear a mask to the audition, and a mask or clear face-shield during your audition pieces; 
face coverings are required in all in-door spaces on the USD campus at all times 

 Please do not arrive any earlier than 10 minutes prior to your appointment time, and maintain 
social distance in the hallway 

 Call-backs will be held Friday February 5, in the evening, by invitation   
 

Video Auditions will be accepted by invitation only.  Please do not submit unsolicited video auditions.  
 
 
Character Breakdown 
Viola -  A tender-hearted young woman shipwrecked at the shore of Illyria who decides to disguise herself as a 

man, Cesario, in order to get to work for Orsino, and in turn, finds herself causing love trouble within 
the noble households. Grounded and clever. 

 
Orsino - Illyria’s powerful and theatrical, but lovesick, nobleman. 
 
Olivia -   Illyria’s wealthy and elegant, but commanding and mournful, noblewoman. 
 
Sir Toby - Olivia’s rowdy and carousing uncle. 
 
Maria - Olivia’s bold and mischievous waiting gentlewoman. 
 
Malvolio/Officer 1/Sailor - Olivia’s strict and orderly steward who find themselves fooled into breaking out of 

their shell for love/A police officer/A sailor in the shipwreck. 
 
Feste/Captain/Antonio - The wise and witty clown of Olivia’s household; earthy free-spirit/The sea captain 

that rescues Viola at shipwreck/The person who rescues Sebastian at shipwreck and 
seems to be very smitten with him. Actor sings and ideally plays an instrument. 

 
Sir Andrew/Sailor/Servant - Sir Toby’s raucous friend who is attempting to court Olivia; think themselves to be  

          slick but actually a dimwit/A sailor in the shipwreck/A servant to Olivia. 
 

Fabian/Curio/Priest - A gentleperson in Olivia’s household and natural prankster/A sensible gentleperson 
serving Orsino/the priest of Illyria. 

 
Sebastian/Valentine/Officer 2 - Viola’s lost twin brother whose arrival and impulsiveness brings a lot of 

                confusion to Illyria/A somewhat bitter gentleman serving Orsino/A police officer. 
 

https://www.kcactf5.org/professional-auditions-and-interviews.html
https://www.kcactf5.org/professional-auditions-and-interviews.html
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0C4EACAD2DA6F49-south
https://www.cognitoforms.com/ChrisDupic/SouthDakotaShakespeareFestival2021AuditionForm

